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200012THANNUAL GOVERNOR'S
CUPTOURNAMENT SCHEDULE...

May 3-7 Edisto Marina Billfish Tournament
Contact: EdistoMarina
3702 DocksiteRd.
Edisto Beach SC 29438
843-869-3504 FAX 843-869-3738

May 17-21 Bohicket Invitational Billfish Tournament
Contact: DamienZanetti
1880Andell Bluff Blvd.
Johnslsland SC 29455
843-768-1280 FAX 843-768-3481
May 24-28 Georgetown Landing Blue Marlin Tournament
Contact: Ricky Ferdon
P.O.Box 1704
Georgetown SC 29442
843-546-1776 FAX 843-546-7832
Marlin Quay Billfish Tournament
Contact: CharlesStone
P.O. Box 549
Murrellsinlet SC29576
843-651-4444 FAX 843-651-7795

June21-25 Ide Of Palms Marina Billfish Tournament
Contact: BrianBerrigan
P.O. Box 550
|sleof Palms SC 29451
843-886-0209 FAX 843-886-0058

Dock Holidays Billfish Tournament
Contact: SusieWatson
1525 13th Ave. North
NorthMyrtle Beach SC 29582
843-280-6354 FAX 843-280-9002
For more information contact:
WayneWadltz,
Officeof FisheriesManagement
843-762-5094 email: waltzw@mrd.dnr .state.sc.us

June7-11

July 12-16

A RELEASE TODAY
IS A
FISH TOMORROW!

‘BIG KAHUNA’ LEADS
AFTER ISLE OF PALMS

“Big Kahuna,” owned by Rhett
Spencer of DeBordieu, keepsitsleadin
theS.C. Governor’ sCupBillfishing Series
astheOutstanding Billfish Boat category
with 1,918 total points with only Dock
Holidays |eft in the tournament series.

Sofarintheseries,“BigKahuna’ has
tagged and released three blue marlin
and a sailfish and weighed- in two blue
marlinat 422.8 poundsand 395.2 pounds,
keepingitinfirst place.

Afterthetournament at Marlin Quay,
twoboatsweretiedfor second place. But
after the June 21-25 Isle of Palms
tournament and tagging and releasing a
bluemarlin,“Mar Jen,” owned by Romo
Inc. of Charleston,isnowinsecond place
with1,300points.“Mar Jen” alsoleadsin
theOutstanding Billfish Conservationist
category.

“Cookie Monster,” owned by Chris
Ravenel of Mt. Pleasant, snatched the-
third place position in the series with
1,100 points after winning the Isle of
Pamstournament. But“Billistic,” owned
by Hutch Holseberg and Dale Martin of
Ridgeville, is following closely behind
with1,000paints. Beforetheldeof Pams
tournament, “Billistic” was tied with
“Mar Jen” for second placeintheseries.

Angler RobbieRenkenonboard“Hey
Doc,” owned by Allen Fogle of
Charleston, caught a446.3- pound blue
marlin in the Bohicket tournament,
putting “Hey Doc” in the lead for the
Outstanding Billfish Award.

The Outstanding Female Angler so
far istill Chandler Byrd of Charleston.
Byrdhelped“Billistic” when shetagged
andreleased ablue marlinin each of the
first two tournaments.

There is a new leader in the

Leaders continued on page 2...




Leaderscontinued...

Outstanding Youth Angler award
category. After the Isle of Palms
tournament, theleader inthiscategoryis
15-year-oldChrigtinaWilliamsonof [rmo.
Shetagged and released asailfish while
fishing on “Capitol’s Gain,” owned by
Paul B. Sandersof West Columbiaduring
theldle of Palmstournament.

Inthebiggest fish categories, noneof
the leaders have changed since the last
tournament. Thelargest yellowfintuna,
a 103.5-pound fish, was caught by
“SummertimeBlues’ duringtheMarlin
Quay tournament. This is the largest
yellowfin tuna caught so far in the 12-
year history of the Series.

“Yelowfin,” ownedby Bill Cox Sr. of
Orangeburg, still leads the seriesin the
biggest dol phin category witha58-pound
fish caught in the Edisto tournament by
Donald Dukes of Edisto. “Sound
Machine” retains the biggest wahoo
category withits 75.3-poundfish caught
by owner Frank Wicker of Alpharetta,
Ga.,intheBohicket |eg of thetournament
series.

FROM THE CHAIR...

Prop Wash...

Thelsleof PalmsTournament had 53
boatsregistered. All threedaysof fishing
were slow for the Compromise and, |
believe, many other boats aswell.

However, Graham Eubank showedus
atrick or two by changing the props of
“Sportin’ Life.” The change apparently
created abetter propwash, enticingabig
blue marlin that came up on the teaser
right behind the boat. Graham managed
to set the hook and bring thefishin ...a
112" marlinthat weighed 402.2 pounds!

We understand Whiteline Diving is
receiving numerous calls to change
propellers. And after having taken the
bigmarlininthel deof Palmstournament,

the “Sportin’ Life,” currently on the
market, has alot of interested buyers.

Isle of Palms saw several fish tagged
andreleased; sevenbluemarlinand seven
sailfish. Only onebluemarlinwasbrought
to the docks.

Thelast tournament of our serieswill
be fished out of Dock Holidays. Susie
only had 14 boats registered as of this
writing. Thisisapoor turnout for our last
2000 event and the last opportunity to
gain Governor’ sCup pointsand qualify
for our South Carolina Shootout Team.

The Governor has signed a new law
limiting the number of dolphin and
prohibiting the harvesting of sargassum
grass. A copy of the new law is printed
elsewherein this newsletter.

For those whose tournament season
is concluded, | hope you have enjoyed
theseasonandwill continuetoenjoy fun
fishing through the remainder of the
summer. And please keep tagging fish
as often as possible to help DNR’'s Tag
& Releaseprogram.

Bobby Hood, Chairman
SCGCBS, Charleston

DIRECT LINES...

Trends...

Y ellowfintunaaredistributedinmost
tropical and temperate waters of the
Atlantic Ocean. They are highly
migratory, fast growing and have a
relatively short life span. They reach
sexual maturity in1-3yearsandliveupto
7years. They feedonavariety of pelagic
fishes, squid, small crabs and shrimps.
Thestaterecordis2411bscaughtin 1979,
however today itisatreat to seeoneover
1001bs.

Doalphin, like tuna are fast growing
and only live about 5 years at the most.
Thedol phin caught off the Carolinasare
mostly 1-2 years of age. They have a

NEW! OFFICIAL SCGCBS

WEB SITE...
http: //mww.dnr .state.sc.us/etc/
govcup/goveup.html

Foonsored by SCDNR

protracted spawning season and can
produce hundreds of thousands of eggs.
They areattractedtofloating objectsand
feedonavariety of prey includingflying
fish.

A wahoo reaches sexua maturity
duringit’ sfirstyear of life. It ssteel blue
incolor and smaller fish haveabeautiful
pattern of vertical barson thesides. It's
more of aloner than atunaor adolphin
and is rarely found in schools. As you
might guess by it's shape, it's in the
mackerel family and related to theking.

One of the primary jobs for most
biologistsiscollecting dataor statistics.
A few numbersalonedon’ ttell youmuch,
but when you routinely collect dataina
standardized fashion over time, you
glimpse a picture which beginsto tell a
story.

Because of thegrowing concern over
the condition of the stocks of tuna,
dolphin and wahoo, the Blue Water
ConservationAwardwasinitiatedin 1997
to aid in the gathering of scientific
informationonthesespecies. Thewinner
of thiscategory receivesabeautiful hand
carved trophy of a tuna, dolphin and
wahoo jumping from awave, but more
importantly, thefishwinandwelearna
little more about these oceanic travelers
each year.

In 1997 ahandful of boatstagged 65
of thesefish. During 1998 and 1999 we
had twelve or more boatstagging over a
hundred fish. So far this series, in five
tournaments we' ve had only five boats
tag twenty-four fish. Y ou don’t have to
be a statistician to see which way the
trend isgoing. Albert Einsteinisquoted
as saying “Not everything that can be
counted counts and not everything that
counts can be counted.”

It stimefor everyonetotakeabreath
to decidefor themselves“what counts.”

Wayne Waltz
Office of FisheriesManagement
email: waltzaw@mrd.dnr .state.sc.us
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SC GOVERNOR'SCUP
BILLFISHING SERIES
LEADER BOARD

k Results through Isle of Palms...

TOPTEN BOATS TOTAL YOUTHANGLER

BIGKAHUNA 19180 FISH: SAILFISHT&R

MARJEN 1300 BOAT: CAPITOL' SGAIN
COOKIEMONSTER 1100 ANGLER: CHRISTINAWILLIAMSON
BILLISTIC 1000 OWNER: PAULB.SANDERS
SPORTIN' LIFE 952.2

SUMMERTIMEBLUES 80 LARGEST WAHOO

WEIGHT:  75.3lbs.

;gFéi IS;\IF EANA(K/“EA g BOAT: SOUND MACHINE

B G OAME e ANGLER: FRANKWHICKER
TOP BOAT WEIGHT: 1035lbs.

POI NT_S 19180 BOAT: SUMMERTIMEBLUES
BOAT: _ BIGKAHUNA ANGLER: SKIPPERJELLISON
OWNER:  RHETTSPENCER OWNER: RONWALLSCHLAGER
LARGEST BILLFISH LARGEST DOLPHIN

FsH: 446.31bs. BlueMarlin WEIGHT:  58.0lbs.

BOAT: _ HEYDOC BOAT: YELLOWFIN

OWNER:  ALLENFOGLE ANGLER. DONALDDUKES
ANGLER: ROBBIERENKIN OWNER: BILLCOXS.
BILLFISH CONSERVATIONIST e

POINTS 1200 Boats Participating: 129

Billfish Caught: 61
BOAT: MARJEN P

! Billfish Tagged & Released: 56
OWNER: DALEMARTIN Billfish Weighed: 5
BLUEWATER CONSERVATION Tag and Release Rate: 91.8%
POINTS, 80
BOAT: MISTRESS
OWNER: SCOTTBOYD

LADY ANGLER

FISH: 2BLUEMARLINT&R
BOAT: BILLISTIC G SIS
ANGLER: CHANDLERBYRD _ICENSES BY PHONE...

OWNER: DALEMARTIN 24HOURSADAY,7DAYS AWEEK
1-888-4FISH SC (434-7472)

H. 3475 DOLPHIN...

Reps. Limehouse, Cotty, Knotts, Lucas,
W. McLeod, Meacham-Richardson,
Rhoad, Sharpe, Trotter and Whipper.

ABILL

TOAMENDARTICLES,CHAPTER17,
TITLES0, CODEOFLAWSOFSOUTH
CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO
COASTAL FISHERIESLAWSIN CON-
NECTIONWITHFINFISHAND CRUS
TACEANS,BY ADDING SECTION 50-
17-550...

Beit enacted by the General Assembly of
the State of South Carolina:

SECTION 1. Articleb, Chapter 17, Title50
of the 1976 Codeisamended by adding:
“Section50-17-550. (A) Itisunlawful to
take, catch, have in possession, land, or
sell a dolphin game fish, Coryphaena
hippurus, also known as dorado or mahi
mahi inexcessof thefollowing limits:
(2) for acommercial boat, acommercial
trip limit of four thousand five hundred
pounds;

(2) for arecreationa headboat or drift
boat, alimit of fifty fish;

(3) for arecreational charter boat or other
recreational boat not covered by item (2)
above, alimit of sevenfishfor eachperson
up to twenty-six fish for each boat;

(4) for acommercial fishery, an annual
landing quota of one hundred eighty
thousand pounds.

(B) It is unlawful to harvest, possess,
transport, process, or sell the floating
aquatic ‘grass known as Sargassum, an
important habitat for dolphinsand other
marine species.

(C) The pendlties for convictions of
violationsof thissectionareasprovided
in Section 50-17-100, and each dolphin
fishtakeninviolation of thischapter and
eachinstanceof theharvest, possession,
transportation, processing, or sae of
Sargassum is a separate offense.”

T
PALMETTO PROPS, LLC T£° &
| ,Prop Scan® Technology for Performance Propellers ° INDUSTRIES

FREE Measurement & Analysis MARIN E PRODUCTS

Computer Accurate Tuning & Repair

Distributor for new AUSTRAL Propellers

Serving the CAROLINAS & GEORGIA L 803 492 7728 Wl;w-

from
4893-C Savannah Hwy Charleston SC 29470 "t
843-889-9212 or 888-699-1250 P. O. Box 70
email: palmettoprop@wcionline.com
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ULTIMATELY Securities Brokerage I—I M Y

THERE Is... =—
PURSLT et Mensgement

Retirement Services '
FisHing BOATS Yacht Sales

FROM 22 2B FEET Palm Beach, Florida
& E. Thomas Byrd Jr. The Southeast's largest Viking,

CIBC World Markets Corp. Viking Sport Cruiser, Cabo and Post
llGHTHo u s E 218 Haddrell Street gﬁgﬁ pé)l:;gwigdengghsteslectlon of
PHWER EUAT SM.ES M. Pleasant SC 29464 Tradgs’ OK. on nev)\; or used boats

Tel: 843.881.6102
OF CHARLESTON Tel:800.569.9009 Please contact

Lacated af Dariel klond Morin Fax: 843.881.6082 Michael Brown
437 Marinn Drive » Charkastan, SC 19492 Office: (561) 775-6000

(843) 971-9920 CIBé FAX: (561) 775-6006

. . E-mail: browneed@bellsouth.net
www. hmarino.com Oppenheimer . .
Visit our websiteat:

v’lMIHA A DivisioN oF C’:/IBef(i]bV\e/rO;ILPDCMARKETSCORR VWV\thyyaChtsal es.com

2000 Corporate Sponsors
Cummins =
& honic & St Q) mu%,;,m

Onon. Inc. Marine Thw: Demih hex et SanstbelCuaeudion first

Benefactors Patrons
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Yacht Sales The Family of Solutions

® OFFICIAL SCGCBS WEBSITE - http://www.dnr.state.sc.us/etc/govcup/govcup.html ® EMAIL - wildlife@sc.rr.com @

" £~ Governor's Cup Billfishing Series
“Z9” PO Box 12559
Charleston SC 29422
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