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A newsletter following the South Carolina Governor’s Cup Billfishing Series 

Series Reflections:  

The 2026 Series has come to an end, and we had a fantastic bite at all five tournaments! 
Participating boats released a total of 493 billfish — 96 blue marlin, 11 white marlin, 385 
sailfish, and one spearfish.  

The final two tournaments wrapped up the Series with some nail biting finishes. During 
the Carolina Billfish Classic, Bull Pen took home the first place award for Outstanding 
Billfish Boat after releasing three blue marlin and five sailfish. Rascal won first place at the 
Edisto Invitational Billfish Tournament, releasing one blue marlin and eight sailfish. 

The tournaments may be over, but there is still one last event coming up! Mark your 
calendars for the 2026 SC Governor’s Cup Awards Reception on Friday, September 25. We 
will be celebrating our top teams and anglers from across all five tournaments for their 
hard work, dedication, and outstanding catches and releases. Stay tuned for the final 
series scores and winners pending official Advisory Board approval. To track our series 
highlights, follow SC Governor’s Cup on Facebook and Instagram.  
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2026 Platinum Sponsors: 

Youth Angler Sponsor  

Top Billfish Boat Sponsor  

https://www.facebook.com/SCGovsCupBillfish
https://instagram.com/scgovernorscup
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@scgovernorscup 
@South Carolina Governor’s 
Cup Billfishing Series 

Govcup.dnr.sc.gov 

May 6 - 9          Charleston Billfish Invitational 

   

 

 

May 20 - 23          58th Annual Georgetown Blue Marlin Tournament 

 

 

 

 May 27 - 30                   HMY Lowcountry Cup     

           

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

For more information, please visit: 

GovCup@dnr.sc.gov ∙ govcup.dnr.sc.gov  

PO Box 12559 ∙ Charleston, SC 29422 

38th Annual SC Governor’s Cup Billfishing Series  
2026 Tournament Schedule 

June  17 - 21                Carolina Billfish Classic 

July 15 - 18            Edisto Invitational Billfish Tournament 

16 Billfish Released 

2 Blue Marlin  

14 Sailfish 

128 Billfish Released 

26 Blue Marlin  

10 White Marlin 

92 Sailfish 

118 Billfish Released 

42 Blue Marlin  

1 White Marlin 

75 Sailfish 

92 Billfish Released 

13 Blue Marlin  

79 Sailfish 

 

139 Billfish Released 

13 Blue Marlin  

125 Sailfish 

1 Spearfish 

https://www.instagram.com/scgovernorscup/?hl=en
https://www.facebook.com/SCGovsCupBillfish/
https://www.facebook.com/SCGovsCupBillfish/
http://govcup.dnr.sc.gov/
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Carolina Billfish Classic 
June 17-21, 2026 

Outstanding Billfish Boat - 1st Place  

Boat: Bull Pen 

Owner: Todd Wigfield  

Captain: Cordes Lucas 

3 blue marlin and 5 sailfish released 

Points: 2,800 

Outstanding Billfish Boat - 2nd Place 

Boat: Star Fish 

Owner: Star Fish Marine LLC 

Captain: Randy Estes  

2 blue marlin and 7 sailfish released 

Points: 2,600 

Outstanding Billfish Boat - 3rd Place 

Boat: 56 Freeman  

Owner: Freeman Boatworks 

Captain: Billy Freeman 

1 blue marlin and 9 sailfish released 

Points: 2,400 
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Outstanding Dolphin 

Boat: Legal Holiday 

Owner: Fred Bergen 

Captain: Tommy Bussey 

Angler: Joe Kehoe  

53.9 pounds  

Outstanding Wahoo 

Boat: Bellabroka 

Owner: Philip Bowman  

Captain: Chase Edgren 

Angler: John Waite 

21.5 pounds 

Carolina Billfish Classic 
June 17-21, 2026 

Outstanding Tuna 

Boat: Bellabroka 

Owner: Philip Bowman  

Captain: Chase Edgren 

Angler: John Waite 

23.0-pound blackfin 
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Outstanding Female Angler - 1st Place 

Cynthia Starosta  

Boat: Star Fish 

Owner: Star Fish Marine LLC 

Captain: Randy Estes 

2 blue marlin and 6 sailfish released 

Points: 2,400 

Carolina Billfish Classic 
June 17-21, 2026 

Outstanding Female Angler - 3rd Place 

Mary Courtney Kubu 

Boat: Family Tradition 

Owner & Captain: Jeff Kubu 

1 sailfish released 

Points: 200 

Outstanding Female Angler - 2nd Place 

Layla Turner  

Boat: Lay Line 

Owner: Brian Turner  

Captain: Dave Oser 

2 sailfish released 

Points: 400 
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Outstanding Youth Angler - 1st Place 

Ford Schlicksup, 12 

Boat: Undue Risk 

Owner & Captain: Michael Schlicksup 

1 blue marlin and 1 sailfish released 

Points: 800 

Carolina Billfish Classic 
June 17-21, 2026 

Outstanding Youth Angler - 3rd Place 

Joshua Koon, 12 

Boat: Undue Risk 

Owner & Captain: Michael Schlicksup 

1 sailfish released 

Points: 200 

Outstanding Youth Angler - 2nd Place 

Julia Gressette, 16 

Boat: Man Cave 

Owner: MCF Family Holdings LLC 

Captain: Chase Merriman 

1 blue marlin released 

Points: 600 
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Outstanding Billfish Boat - 1st Place  

Boat: Rascal 

Owner: Foster McKissick 

Captain: Mark Rogers 

1 blue marlin and 8 sailfish released 

Points: 2,200 

Outstanding Billfish Boat - 2nd Place 

Boat: Mister Pete 

Owner: Bob & Rusty McClam 

Captain: Alan Neiford 

10 sailfish released 

Points: 2,000 

Outstanding Billfish Boat - 3rd Place 

Boat: Sportin’ Life 

Owner: Graham Eubank 

Captain: Mike Glaesner 

2 blue marlin and 4 sailfish released 

Points: 2,000 

Edisto Invitational Billfish Tournament 
July 15-18, 2026 
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Edisto Invitational Billfish Tournament 
July 15-18, 2026 

 

Outstanding Dolphin 

Boat: Bad Becky 

Owner: Bad Becky LLC 

Captain: Thomas Adkins 

Angler: Ricky Anderson 

64.4 pounds  

Outstanding Wahoo 

Boat: Hay Fever 

Owner & Captain: Allen Butler 

Angler: Jasper Fun 

46.8 pounds 

Outstanding Tuna 

Boat: Sea Tiger 

Owner: Jerry Smith 

Captain: Edward Bryant  

Angler: George Dunlap 

25.1-pound blackfin 
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Outstanding Female Angler - 1st Place 

Kelly Kirkpatrick 

Boat: Showtime! 

Owner: Fred Hardwick 

Captain: Jon Meade 

1 blue marlin and 3 sailfish released 

Points: 1,200 

Outstanding Female Angler - 3rd Place 

Eugenie Barrow 

Boat: Legal Holiday 

Owner: Fred Bergen 

Captain: Tommy Bussey 

1 sailfish released 

Points: 200 

Outstanding Female Angler - 2nd Place 

Heather Seyle 

Boat: Honda 

Owner: S Air LLC 

Captain: Scott Alessandro 

3 sailfish released 

Points: 600 

Edisto Invitational Billfish Tournament 
July 15-18, 2026 
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Outstanding Youth Angler - 1st Place 

Isla Wyatt, 14 

Boat: Sola Fide 

Owner & Captain: Gary Wyatt 

5 sailfish released 

Points: 1,000 

Outstanding Youth Angler - 3rd Place 

Ford Schlicksup, 11 

Boat: Undue Risk 

Owner & Captain: Michael Schlicksup 

1 sailfish released 

Points: 200 

Outstanding Youth Angler - 2nd Place 

Thomas Buck, 15 

Boat: Rookie IV 

Owner: Eddie Buck 

Captain: Peyton Stilp 

1 blue marlin and 2 sailfish released 

Points: 1,000 

Edisto Invitational Billfish Tournament 
July 15-18, 2026 
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Thank you to our Youth Angler Platinum 

Sponsor:  



16 

 



17 

 

Thank you to our Top Billfish Boat Platinum 

Sponsor:  
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GOLD SPONSORS 

SILVER SPONSORS 

BRONZE SPONSORS 

The S.C. Department of Natural Resources’ Law Enforcement Division reminds the public of Coast Watch, which was developed to better help 

citizens report violations of saltwater recreational and commercial fishing laws, as well as marine environmental laws. The Coast Watch 

hotline number (1-800-922-5431) is toll-free and available 24 hours a day. 

The South Carolina Department of Natural Resources prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, disability, gender, 

religion or age. Direct all inquiries to the Office of Human Resources, PO Box 167, Columbia, South Carolina, 29202. 

PLATINUM SPONSORS 
Youth Angler Top Billfish Boat 

2026 TOURNAMENTS 


