Series Reflections: Qugust 2026

The 2026 Series has come to an end, and we had a fantastic bite at all five tournaments!
Participating boats released a total of 493 billfish — 96 blue marlin, 11 white marlin, 385
sailfish, and one spearfish.

The final two tournaments wrapped up the Series with some nail biting finishes. During
the Carolina Billfish Classic, Bull Pen took home the first place award for Outstanding
Billfish Boat after releasing three blue marlin and five sailfish. Rascal won first place at the
Edisto Invitational Billfish Tournament, releasing one blue marlin and eight sailfish.

The tournaments may be over, but there is still one last event coming up! Mark your
calendars for the 2026 SC Governor’s Cup Awards Reception on Friday, September 25. We
will be celebrating our top teams and anglers from across all five tournaments for their
hard work, dedication, and outstanding catches and releases. Stay tuned for the final
series scores and winners pending official Advisory Board approval. To track our series
highlights, follow SC Governor’s Cup on Facebook and Instagram.

2026 Platinum Sponsors:

ThompsonTurner

Construction
Top Billfish Boat Sponsor

GRESCON DEVELOPMENT LLC

Youth Angler Sponsor



https://www.facebook.com/SCGovsCupBillfish
https://instagram.com/scgovernorscup

38" Annual SC Governor’s Cup Billfishing Series
2026 Tournament Schedule

May 6-9 Charleston Billfish Invitational
16 Billfish Released SN,
2 Blue Marlin
14 Sailfish

SEABREEZE MARINA
May 20 - 23 58™ Annual Georgetown Blue Marlin Tournament
128 Billfish Released "2y
26 Blue Marlin
10 White Marlin

92 Sailfish

208
VOURNATIENY
MAY 20-23, 2026

May 27 - 30 HMY Lowcountry Cup

118 Billfish Released
42 Blue Marlin

1 White Marlin

75 Sailfish

June 17-21

92 Billfish Released
13 Blue Marlin
79 Sailfish

July15-18

139 Billfish Released
13 Blue Marlin

125 Sailfish

1 Spearfish

—_ . -
Gullfist Towinament
2026
- fomy-
= &)

For more information, please visit:
GovCup@dnr.sc.gov = goveup.dnr.sc.gov
PO Box 12559 - Charleston, SC 29422
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https://www.instagram.com/scgovernorscup/?hl=en
https://www.facebook.com/SCGovsCupBillfish/
https://www.facebook.com/SCGovsCupBillfish/
http://govcup.dnr.sc.gov/
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Carolina Billfish Classic
June 17-21, 2026

Outstanding Billfish Boat - 1st Place
Boat: Bull Pen
Owner: Todd Wigfield
Captain: Cordes Lucas
3 blue marlin and 5 sailfish released

Points: 2,800

Outstanding Billfish Boat - 2nd Place
Boat: Star Fish
Owner: Star Fish Marine LLC
Captain: Randy Estes
2 blue marlin and 7 sailfish released

Points: 2,600

Outstanding Billfish Boat - 3rd Place
Boat: 56 Freeman
Owner: Freeman Boatworks
Captain: Billy Freeman
1 blue marlin and 9 sailfish released

Points: 2,400




Carolina Billfish Classic
June 17-21, 2026

Outstanding Dolphin I

Boat: Legal Holiday

Owner: Fred Bergen
Captain: Tommy Bussey

Angler: Joe Kehoe

53.9 pounds

Outstanding Tuna
Boat: Bellabroka
Owner: Philip Bowman
Captain: Chase Edgren
Angler: John Waite
23.0-pound blackfin

Outstanding Wahoo
Boat: Bellabroka
Owner: Philip Bowman
Captain: Chase Edgren
Angler: John Waite
21.5 pounds




Carolina Billfish Classic
June 17-21, 2026

|

Outstanding Female Angler - 1st Place

Cynthia Starosta

Boat: Star Fish
Owner: Star Fish Marine LLC
Captain: Randy Estes
2 blue marlin and 6 sailfish released

Points: 2,400

Outstanding Female Angler - 2nd Place

Layla Turner

Boat: Lay Line
Owner: Brian Turner
Captain: Dave Oser
2 sailfish released

Points: 400

Outstanding Female Angler - 3rd Place

Mary Courtney Kubu

Boat: Family Tradition
Owner & Captain: Jeff Kubu
1 sailfish released

Points: 200




Carolina Billfish Classic
June 17-21, 2026

Outstanding Youth Angler - 1st Place

Ford Schlicksup, 12

Boat: Undue Risk
Owner & Captain: Michael Schlicksup
1 blue marlin and 1 sailfish released

Points: 800

Outstanding Youth Angler - 3rd Place

Joshua Koon, 12

Boat: Undue Risk
Owner & Captain: Michael Schlicksup
1 sailfish released

Points: 200

Outstanding Youth Angler - 2nd Place

Julia Gressette, 16

Boat: Man Cave
Owner: MCF Family Holdings LLC
Captain: Chase Merriman
1 blue marlin released

Points: 600
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Clear, Disciplined Wealth Management

www.rightviewwealth.com
(864) 973-6000

CAT

SOUTH GAROLINA'S MARINE g
CATERPILLAR DEALER SiS

[ www.blanchardmachinery.com . 844.252.6242

SOUTH CAROLINA
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W.W.Williams

CONSIDER IT DONE.

G.H. SMITH
CONSTRUCTION INC.
COLUMBIA, SC

' A Rolls-Royce
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Built to be a flat-out
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Proven to raisefishand Carolina tough, the Albemarle 36 Express hag |
established itself as one of the most sought-after sportfishing boats N thewaters
From repowers to new builds, industry leading diesel engines by Volvo Penta provicie™

power for the finest sportfishing vessels from New Jersey to Georgia.

Your regional Volvo Penta experts for sales, service, and parts.

JOHNSON & TOWERS ('w WESTERN BRANCH DIESEL
> WE

An Indel Power Group Company An Indel Power Group Company

6881 Bulldog Drive, North Charleston, SC 29406
843-553-8331 westernbranchdiesel.com
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FAMILY. FISHING. LUXURY. PERFORMANCE.

phenomyachts.com
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Quantum Commercial is a drywall & painting contrac-
tor based in Charleston, SC. We work with general
contractors and property managers on large-scale,

C O M M E R C I A L high-end construction projects throughout the South-

east. It takes proven processes and principled people

Commercial Drywall, Metal Framing and Coatings Subcontractors
4 g ¢ to get a job done right. Fortunately, we have both.

g
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843-628-0298 « www.contractquantum.com « 1090 Johnnie Dodds Blvd, Suite F, Mt. Pleasant, SC 29464




Edisto Invitational Billfish Tournament
July 15-18, 2026

Outstanding Billfish Boat - 1st Place
Boat: Rascal
Owner: Foster McKissick
Captain: Mark Rogers
1 blue marlin and 8 sailfish released

Points: 2,200

Outstanding Billfish Boat - 2nd Place
Boat: Mister Pete
Owner: Bob & Rusty McClam
Captain: Alan Neiford
10 sailfish released

Points: 2,000

Outstanding Billfish Boat - 3rd Place - e
Boat: Sportin’ Life
Owner: Graham Eubank

Captain: Mike Glaesner

2 blue marlin and 4 sailfish released

Points: 2,000
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Edisto Invitational Billfish Tournament
July 15-18, 2026

Outstanding Dolphin
Boat: Bad Becky
Owner: Bad Becky LLC
Captain: Thomas Adkins
Angler: Ricky Anderson
64.4 pounds

Outstanding Tuna
Boat: Sea Tiger
Owner: Jerry Smith
Captain: Edward Bryant
Angler: George Dunlap
25.1-pound blackfin

Outstanding Wahoo
Boat: Hay Fever
Owner & Captain: Allen Butler
Angler: Jasper Fun

46.8 pounds
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Edisto Invitational Billfish Tournament
July 15-18, 2026

Outstanding Female Angler - 1st Place

Kelly Kirkpatrick

Boat: Showtime!
Owner: Fred Hardwick
Captain: Jon Meade
1 blue marlin and 3 sailfish released

Points: 1,200

Outstanding Female Angler - 2nd Place

Heather Seyle

Boat: Honda
Owner: S Air LLC
Captain: Scott Alessandro
3 sailfish released

Points: 600

Outstanding Female Angler - 3rd Place

Eugenie Barrow

Boat: Legal Holiday
Owner: Fred Bergen
Captain: Tommy Bussey
1 sailfish released

Points: 200




Edisto Invitational Billfish Tournament
July 15-18, 2026

Outstanding Youth Angler - 1st Place

Isla Wyatt, 14

Boat: Sola Fide
Owner & Captain: Gary Wyatt
5 sailfish released

Points: 1,000

Outstanding Youth Angler - 2nd Place

Thomas Buck, 15

Boat: Rookie IV
Owner: Eddie Buck
Captain: Peyton Stilp
1 blue marlin and 2 sailfish released

Points: 1,000

Outstanding Youth Angler - 3rd Place

Ford Schlicksup, 11

Boat: Undue Risk
Owner & Captain: Michael Schlicksup
1 sailfish released

Points: 200
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The Undisputed

Leader in Yacht Sales
since 1979.

Tha
Sponsor:

GRESCON DEVELOPMENT LLC
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._ A IT'S BEYOND lJ \TITS

% FYR v MOVING AND PORTABLE STORAGE

|t’s what we stand for.

DIGEST
YOUR PROBLEM,
NOT YOUR BUDGET!

OUR GREEN DOWNSTREAM®
SOLUTIONS REDUCE

FOG « Sludge
__Odor « Ammonia

NCOGNTO
MOSQUITO

NATURAL DEET-FREE INSECT REPELLENT

PREVENTS ATTACKS FROM
MOSQUITOES « GNATS « TICKS « FLEAS « RED BUGS + MORE

SAFE & CHILDREN+PETS

L.." ECO-FRIENDLY

DIGESTERS,
NOT EMULSIFIERS

SC GOVERNOR'S CUP SPONSOR 2013-2026 LEARN MORE @ GREENDOWNSTREAM.COM
Martech Research, LLC Green Downstream Products, LLC
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Thank you to our Top Billfish Boat Platinum
sponsor:
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SCAN ABOVE TO
LEARN MORE!

MACK BORING & PARTS CO.
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LEGAL HOLIDAY
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MARINE DIESEL INC

The destination
for all of your diesel
repair needs.

843-377-1914
marinedieselinc.com

E — BUILL-FOR VICTORY SP‘RTFISH

o = D e Viking 64 hasa proven frack record. With top finishes

inelite tournaments, the results speak for themselves. O U T F I T I E R s

B4l9r MARINE SUPPLY CO

sl &< ASSOCIATES, INC.




LEGAL HOLIDAY

FM&L«WTLM’\

——

Enriching Communities
for Generations to Come.

DAVIS & FLOYD

PLAN | DESIGN | ENGINEER

BEAUFORT | CHARLESTON | COLUMBIA | FLORENCE | GREENVILLE | GREENWOOD

DAVISFLOYD.COM
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YARBOROUGH
APPLEGATE

ATTORNEYS AT LAW



2026 TOU RNAM ENTS
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HMY MARINE DIESEL INC

G.H. SMITH
CONSTRUCTION INC.

LEGAL HOLIDAY

Fhﬂ&a«s Team

COLUMBIA, SC

OUTFITTERS

MARINE SUPPLY CO

UNITS

MOVING AND PORTABLE STORAGE

YARBOROUGH
APPLEGATE

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

hotline number (1-800-922-5431) is toll-free and available 24 hours a day
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MADDOG [JE/&N SPORTFISH
SOUTH CAROLINA
McCLAM ;
S ASSOCIATES. INC.
The S.C. Department of Natural Resources’ Law Enforcement Division reminds the public of Coa;t Watch, which was developed to better help

citizens report violations of saltwater recreational and commercial fishing laws, as well as marine environmental laws. The Coast Watch
U

The South Carolina Department of Natural Resources prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, disability, gender,
religion or age. Direct all inquiries to the Office of Human Resources, PO Box 167, Columbia, South Carolina, 29202




