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The 2026 Series is here, and we hope everyone is excited for five tournaments this season! None of
this would be possible without the support of our generous sponsors. We are so thankful for the
many businesses and individuals who have contributed to ensure each year is a success. Please
note our many sponsors, highlighted throughout the newsletter. We truly appreciate the support,
commitment, and dedication.

We are looking forward to kicking off the season with the Charleston Billfish Invitational, which
will be hosted out of Seabreeze Marina. The 58th Annual Georgetown Blue Marlin Tournament,
hosted by Georgetown Landing Marina, will follow, and then the HMY Lowcountry Cup will take
place out of Toler’s Cove at the end of May. In June, the Charleston Harbor Resort and Marina will
host the Carolina Billfish Classic as the fourth Series tournament. In July, we’ll head down to the
Marina at Edisto Beach for the Edisto Invitational Billfish Tournament. Additional details
regarding these events can be found on the following page of the newsletter. Be sure to register
early to ensure docking space at the marinas, as most have limited slips available!

RULES! Please review the Series 2026 Fishing Guidelines here.

We're looking forward to seeing you on the docks!

2026 Platinum Sponsors:

ThompsonTurner

Construction
Top Billfish Boat Sponsor
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Youth Angler Sponsor



https://govcup.dnr.sc.gov/Guidelines/

38" Annual SC Governor’s Cup Billfishing Series
2026 Tournament Schedule

May 6 -9, 2026 Charleston Billfish Invitational

Charleston Billfish Invitational -
Contact: Katie Harriss and Claudia Holcombe
49 Immigration Street Charleston, SC 29403
(843) 790-4001
billfish@seabreezemarina.com

May 20 - 23, 2026 58™ Annual Georgetown Blue Marlin Tournament

58th Annual Georgetown Blue Marlin Tournament
Contact: David Black

P. O. Box 1704 Georgetown, SC 29442

(843) 546-1776

dblack@georgetownlandingmarina.com Te @ma R

MAY 20-23, 2026
May 27 - 30, 2026 HMY Lowcountry Cup
HMY Lowcountry Cup PRt :

Contact: Desiree Freeman
7 Lockwood Drive, SC 29401
(561) 972-0564

LCC@HMY .com OKWW @0

e

June 17 - 20, 2026

Carolina Billfish Classic

Contact: Loyd Weston

20 Patriots Point Road Mt. Pleasant, SC 29464

(843) 568-5230

td@fishcbc.com | (P22
@ e

July 15 - 18, 2026 Edisto Invitational Billfish Tournament

. L. . Sisto Jnvitational
Edisto Invitational Billfish Tournament

Contact: Charles Yeomans
P. O. Box 598 Edisto Beach, SC 29464
(843) 631-5055

themarinaeb@gmail.com Bulfish Toicinament
2026
e™e

For more information, please visit:
GovCup@dnr.sc.gov * govcup.dnr.sc.gov
PO Box 12559 - Charleston, SC 29422

@South Carolina Governor’s
W Goveup dirsc.gov nCu Bilfishing Series '@]@igw
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https://www.instagram.com/scgovernorscup/?hl=en
https://www.facebook.com/SCGovsCupBillfish/
https://www.facebook.com/SCGovsCupBillfish/
http://govcup.dnr.sc.gov/
https://georgetownlandingmarina.com/tournaments/
https://seabreezemarina.com/
https://www.hmylowcountrycup.com/
https://fishbcbc.com/
https://www.themarinaeb.com/edisto-invitational-billfish-tournament-1-3-1

(864)242-5060 - FairwayAuto.com




sl &< ASSOCIATES, INC.

MARINE DIESEL INC

The destination
for all of your diesel
repair needs.

843-377-1914
marinedieselinc.com
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Enriching Communities
for Generations to Come.

DAVIS & FLOYD

PLAN | DESIGN | ENGINEER

BEAUFORT | CHARLESTON | COLUMBIA | FLORENCE | GREENVILLE | GREENWOOD

DAVISFLOYD.COM
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Get Ready for the 2026 Fishing
Season!

Below is a list of the permits, licenses, and documentation that you
will need to have in your possession so that boat owners, captains,
and crew are ready for a successful fishing season.

**Double check expiration dates!™™*

1) SC Saltwater Fishing License - Every individual (age 16 and above) aboard the
vessel must have a valid, official SC Saltwater Recreational Fishing License in their
possession. These licenses can be purchased at https://
license.gooutdoorssouthcarolina.com/Licensing/CustomerLookup.aspx.

2) Current vessel documentation or state registration - All vessels must possess
current and valid state registration or US Coast Guard documentation in addition to
being titled in the owner’s name/business. For vessel registration information, please
visit https://vessel.gooutdoorssouthcarolina.com/Vessel/CustomerL.ookup.aspx.

3) Atlantic HMS [Angling (Recreational) or Charter/Headboat] Permit - All
owners/operators of vessels fishing recreationally, or owners/operators of charter/
headboat vessels fishing for and/or retaining regulated Atlantic Highly Migratory
Species (HMS; Atlantic tunas, sharks, swordfish, and billfish) in the Atlantic Ocean,
including the Gulf of Mexico and Caribbean Sea, must obtain an Atlantic Highly
Migratory Species permit. To obtain an HMS permit, please visit https://

hmspermits.noaa.govy/.



https://license.gooutdoorssouthcarolina.com/Licensing/CustomerLookup.aspx
https://license.gooutdoorssouthcarolina.com/Licensing/CustomerLookup.aspx
https://vessel.gooutdoorssouthcarolina.com/Vessel/CustomerLookup.aspx
https://hmspermits.noaa.gov/
https://hmspermits.noaa.gov/
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IT'S BEYOND

" WHATWEBUILD.

It’s what we stand for.

DIGEST
YOUR PROBLEM,
NOT YOUR BUDGET
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OUR GREEN DOWNSTREAM®
SOLUTIONS REDUCE

FOG e« Sludge e
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MOSQUITO

NOT EMULSIFIERS
NATURAL DEET-FREE INSECT REPELLENT

PREVENTS ATTACKS FROM
MOSQUITOES « GNATS « TICKS « FLEAS « RED BUGS + MORE

SAFE %+ CHILDREN+PETS

SC GOVERNOR’'S CUP SPONSOR 2013-2026 LEARN MORE @ GREENDOWNSTREAM.COM
Martech Research, LLC Green Downstream Products, LLC
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TRUSTED, RELIABLE, AND EFFICIENT.
SCANIA POWER, DISTRIBUTED BY
MACK BORING & PARTS CO.

SCAN ABOVE TO
LEARN MORE!

MACK

BORING & PARTS CO.

YARBOROUGH B
APPLEGATE [

ATTORNEYS AT LAW



Thank you to our Top Billfish Boat Platinum
sponsor:
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UNITS

MOVING AND PORTABLE STORAGE

Y A € H T S

The Undisputed

Leader in Yacht Sales
since 1979.

Thank you to our Youth Angler Platinum
Sponsor:

GRESCON DEVELOPMENT LLC
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— PRIVATE WEALTH —

AN
\R.}- RIGHTVIEW

Clear, Disciplined Wealth Management

www.rightviewwealth.com
(864) 973-6000

Quantum Commercial is a drywall & painting contrac-
tor based in Charleston, SC. We work with general
contractors and property managers on large-scale,

C O M M E R C | A L high-end construction projects throughout the South-

east. It takes proven processes and principled people
to get a job done right. Fortunately, we have both.

Commercial Drywall, Metal Framing and Coatings Subcontractors

Wall Systems  Drywall « Metal Framing * Ceiling Systems * Painting » Coatings * Wallcovering

- s—-—«\«-n
e |

843-628-0298 « www.contractquantum.com * 1090 Johnnie Dodds Blvd, Suite F, Mt. Pleasant, SC 29464




W.W.Williams

CONSIDER IT DONE.

G.H. SMITH
CONSTRUCTION INC.
COLUMBIA, SC

A Rolls-Royce
solution

Built to be a flat-out

HING MACHINEg

Proven to ratseﬁsh and Cardlina tough, the Albemarle 36 Express ha _
established itself'as one of the most sought-after sportfishing boats on fhswa ter, &
From repowers to new builds, industry leading diesel engines by Volvo Penta provide L

— g

power for the finest sportfishing vessels from New Jersey to Georgia.

Your regional Volvo Penta experts for sales, service, and parts.

JOHNSON & TOWERS ('w WESTERN BRANCH DIESEL
> 5.

An Indel Power Group Company An Indel Power Group Company

6881 Bulldog Drive, North Charleston, SC 29406
843-553-8331 westernbranchdiesel.com

13



2031 KING STREET CHARLESTON, sC

I 843-744-6281 .

& ) . COQ:Z
MILLwWORK

POWERING YOUR
ADVENTURES.

ALWAYS ON



FAMILY. FISHING. LUXURY. PERFORMANCE.

phenomyachts.com

Blanchard [5-4

SOUTH GAROLINA'S MARINE R
CATERPILLAR DEALER [ESeess

[ www.blanchardmachinery.com & 844.252.6242
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SEABREEZE MARINA mzo-n, zozs g (\
Youth Angler Top Billfish Boat

GRESCON DEVELOPMENT LLC CommpsonTumer
GOLD SPONSORS
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@ o LW Willams

ENERGY

BORING & PARTS CO

AUTHORIZED DISTRIBUTOR FOR

A Rolls-Royce
solution

2031 KING STREET CHARLESTON, SC
y“? 813 744-6281
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HMY MARINE DIESEL INC
BRONZE SPONSORS

G.H. SMITH
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CONSTRUCTION I“c- IAEGAL HOUIMY MOVING AND PORTABLE STORAGE
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The S.C. Department of Natural Resources’ Law Enforcement Division reminds the public of Coast Watch, which was developed to better help
citizens report violations of saltwater recreational and commercial fishing laws, as well as marine environmental laws. The Coast Watch
hotline number (1-800-922-5431) is toll-free and available 24 hours a day.

The South Carolina Department of Natural Resources prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, disability, gender,
religion or age. Direct all inquiries to the Office of Human Resources, PO Box 167, Columbia, South Carolina, 29202.
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