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The 2025 Series is here, and we hope everyone is excited for five tournaments this
season! None of this would be possible without the support of our generous sponsors.
We are so thankful for the many business and individuals who have contributed to
ensure each year is a success. Please note our many sponsors, highlighted throughout
the newsletter. We truly appreciate the support, commitment, and dedication.

We are looking forward to kicking off the season with the Charleston Billfish
Invitational, which will be hosted out of Seabreeze Marina. The 57th Annual
Georgetown Blue Marlin Tournament, hosted by Georgetown Landing Marina, will
follow, and then the HMY Lowcountry Cup will take place out of Toler’s Cove at the
end of May. In June, Charleston Harbor Resort and Marina will host the Carolina
Billfish Classic as the fourth Series tournament. In July, we’ll head down to the Marina
at Edisto Beach for the Edisto Invitational Billfish Tournament. Additional details
regarding these events can be found on the following page of the newsletter. Be sure
to register early to ensure docking space at the marinas, as most have limited slips
available!

RULES! Please review the changes to the Series 2025 Fishing Guidelines here.
Additional information can be found on page 3 of the newsletter.
We’'re looking forward to seeing you on the docks!

2025 Platinum Sponsors:
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GRESCON DEVELOPMENT LLC

Lady Angler Sponsor
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https://govcup.dnr.sc.gov/Guidelines/

37" Annual SC Governor’s Cup Billfishing Series
2025 Tournament Schedule

May 7 - 10, 2025

Charleston Billfish Invitational

Charleston Billfish Invitational

Contact: Stan Jones

49 Immigration Street Charleston, SC 29403
(843) 790-4001

billfish@seabreezemarina.com

r/ CHARLESTON

; : ByL ISH

May 21 - 24, 2025 57" Annual Georgetown Blue Marlin Tournament

57th Annual Georgetown Blue Marlin Tournament
Contact: David Black

P. O. Box 1704 Georgetown, SC 29442

(843) 546-1776, Fax: (843) 546-7832
dblack@georgetownlandingmarina.com

xxxxxxxxxx

MAY 21-24, 2025
Geengtown, SC

May 28 - 31, 2025

HMY Lowcountry Cup

Contact: Deidre Menefee

6119 Bears Bluff Road Wadmalaw Island, SC 29487
(843) 345-0369

LCC@HMY .com

HMY Lowcountry Cup

June 18- 21, 2025

Carolina Billfish Classic

Contact: Loyd Weston

20 Patriots Point Road Mt. Pleasant, SC 29464
(843) 568-5230

td@fishcbc.com

July 16 - 19, 2025

Edisto Invitational Billfish Tournament

Edisto Invitational Billfish Tournament
Contact: Charles Yoemans

P. O. Box 598 Edisto Beach, SC 29464
(843) 631-5055, Fax: (843) 631-5065
themarinaeb@gmail.com

EDISTO INV mn()NAL

For more information, please visit:

GovCup@dnr.sc.gov = govcup.dnr.sc.gov

PO Box 12559 - Charleston, SC 29422

@South Carolina Governor’'s
@GOVCU dnr.sc.gov nCu Billfishing Series l@]w
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https://www.instagram.com/scgovernorscup/?hl=en
https://www.facebook.com/SCGovsCupBillfish/
https://www.facebook.com/SCGovsCupBillfish/
http://govcup.dnr.sc.gov/
https://georgetownlandingmarina.com/tournaments/
https://seabreezemarina.com/
https://www.hmy.com/yachting/events/2025-hmy-lowcountry-cup
https://fishbcbc.com/
https://www.themarinaeb.com/edisto-invitational-billfish-tournament-1-3-1

37" Annual SC Governor’s Cup Billfishing Series
2025 Fishing Guidelines

The GCBS Advisory Board of Directors and Tournament Committee members collaborated to review and revise
several Fishing Guidelines regarding billfish release points and required documentation to qualify fish. The official
2025 Fishing Guidelines can be found here. A subset of the Fishing Guidelines outlining these changes are below:

8. Only blue marlin, white marlin, sailfish, and spearfish are eligible for billfish catch and release points. Tag-
ging is optional and not required for points. Billfish boated for any reason will not qualify for release points.
Scoring for billfish caught and released is as follows:

Blue Marlin 600 points
White Marlin/Spearfish/Sailfish 200 points

9. For a vessel to qualify any billfish for points, a billfish must be fought to the boat in accordance with the
GCBS Fishing Guidelines. Every person aboard the vessel 18 years of age or older must sign an official GCBS
Released/Tagged and Released Billfish Affidavit or Landed Billfish Affidavit swearing that all rules and regu-
lations were observed in reference to the described fish. Failure of any person to sign the affidavit, for any
reason, disqualifies all billfish on the affidavit.

White marlin, spearfish, and sailfish will qualify as caught and released when the following three conditions
have been met: 1) the fish has been identified as a billfish, 2) the leader (which may be no longer than 30 ft) is
grasped by the crew or wound to the rod tip, and 3) the fish is no longer attached to the rod. Official time of
release is when the fish is no longer attached to the rod. The official time of release must be the time relayed
to the designated tournament committee boat and recorded on the affidavit. Points will be awarded if the fish
was caught in accordance with the GCBS Fishing Guidelines and all three of the above listed conditions are
met. No photo/video documentation is required for white marlin, spearfish, or sailfish.

Blue marlin will qualify as caught and released when video documentation of the following is provided: 1)
species identification, 2) the leader (which may be no longer than 30 ft) being grasped by the crew or wound
to the rod tip, and 3) the fish no longer attached to the rod. Official time of release is when the fish is no long-
er attached to the rod. The official time of release must be the time relayed to the designated tournament
committee boat and recorded on the affidavit. All video documentation must include an accurate date and
time stamp. Photos with corresponding date and time stamp can supplement the video for species identifica-
tion purposes only. Points will be awarded at the time of release if all three of the documentation require-
ments are met. If the fish was caught in accordance with the GCBS Fishing Guidelines but these documenta-
tion requirements are not met, the fish will be awarded 200 points.

Boats should attempt to remove the hook or cut the leader as close as possible to the hook.

22. A boat owner may request an official ruling from the S.C. GCBS Series within 48 hours of lines out on the
last day of the tournament. The request for a ruling must be submitted in writing to the S.C GCBS Advisory
Board chair to GovCupBoard@dnr.sc.gov. The ruling committee will consist of the Advisory Board chair,
Advisory Board vice chair, Tournament Committee chair, two Advisory Board members, and two Tourna-
ment Committee members. The ruling committee shall rule on the request within 30 days. All decisions of the
ruling committee are final. Members of the ruling committee will recuse themselves from the decision if there
is a conflict of interest. All rulings will focus solely on compliance with S.C. GCBS Series rules, not individual
tournament rules.



https://govcup.dnr.sc.gov/Guidelines/

seahuntboats.com
803-755-6539

FRIERSON

CAPITAL MANAGEMENT

Independent, Unbiased

Wealth Management

www.friersoncapital.com
info@friersoncapital.com
(864) 973-6000



FAMILY. FISHING. LUXURY. PERFORMANCE.

phenomyachts.com
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The Undisputed
Leader in Yacht Sales
since 1979.

LEGAL HOLIDAY
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Enriching Communities
for Generations to Come.

DAVIS & FLOYD

PLAN | DESIGN | ENGINEER

BEAUFORT | CHARLESTON | COLUMBIA | FLORENCE | GREENVILLE | GREENWOOD

DAVISFLOYD.COM
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Get Ready for the 2025 Fishing
Season!

Below is a list of some of the permits, licenses, and
documentation that you will need to have in your possession
so that boat owners, captains, and crew are ready for a
successful fishing season.

**Double check expiration dates!**

1) SC Saltwater Fishing License - Every individual (age 16 and above)
aboard the vessel must have a valid, official SC Saltwater Recreational
Fishing License in their possession. These licenses can be purchased at
https://license.gooutdoorssouthcarolina.com/Licensing/
CustomerLookup.aspx.

2) Current vessel documentation or state registration - All vessels
must possess current and valid state registration or US Coast Guard
documentation in addition to being titled in the owner’s name/business.
For vessel registration information, please visit https://
vessel.gooutdoorssouthcarolina.com/Vessel/CustomerLookup.aspx.

3) Atlantic HMS [Angling (Recreational) or Charter/Headboat]
Permit - All owners/operators of vessels fishing recreationally, or owners/
operators of charter/headboat vessels fishing for and/or retaining
regulated Atlantic Highly Migratory Species (HMS; Atlantic tunas, sharks,
swordfish, and billfish) in the Atlantic Ocean, including the Gulf of Mexico
and Caribbean Sea, must obtain an Atlantic Highly Migratory Species
permit. To obtain an HMS permit, please visit https://
hmspermits.noaa.gov/.



https://license.gooutdoorssouthcarolina.com/Licensing/CustomerLookup.aspx
https://license.gooutdoorssouthcarolina.com/Licensing/CustomerLookup.aspx
https://vessel.gooutdoorssouthcarolina.com/Vessel/CustomerLookup.aspx
https://vessel.gooutdoorssouthcarolina.com/Vessel/CustomerLookup.aspx
https://hmspermits.noaa.gov/
https://hmspermits.noaa.gov/
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MARINE DIESEL INC

TRUSTED, RELIABLE, AND EFFICIENT. [=] [w]
SCANIA POWER, DISTRIBUTED BY y
MACK BORING & PARTS CO.
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LEARN MORE!
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Thank you to our Youth Angler Platinum
Sponsor:._




Thank you to our Top Billfish Boat Platinum
Sponsor:
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ThompsonTurner

Construction
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ATTORNEYS AT LAW
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DIGEST SOMETHING BUGGING YOU?
vour proBLem,  (Z7ZINCOGNITO!
NOT YOUR BUDGET!

OUR GREEN DOWNSTREAM®
SOLUTIONS REDUCE

FOG « Sludge
~Odor « Ammonia

INCOGNITO
MOSQUITO

NATURAL DEET-FREE INSECT REPELLENT

PREVENTS ATTACKS FROM
MOSQUITOES + GNATS - TICKS « FLEAS - RED BUGS + MORE

SAFE 2 CHILDREN+PETS

SC GOVERNOR'S CUP SPONSOR 2013-2023 LEARN MORE @ GREENDOWNSTREAM.COM

Martech Research, LLC Green Downstream Products, LLC

»° ECO-FRIENDLY

DIGESTERS,
NOT EMULSIFIERS

Quantum Commercial is a drywall & painting contrac-
tor based in Charleston, SC. We work with general
contractors and property managers on large-scale,

C O M M E R C I A L high-end construction projects throughout the South-

east. It takes proven processes and principled people

Commercial Drywall, Metal Framing and Coatings Subcontractors
4 J g to get a job done right. Fortunately, we have both.

Wall Systems  Drywall + Metal Framing « Ceiling Systems « Painting * Coatings * Wallcovering

843-628-0298 « www.contractquantum.com « 1090 Johnnie Dodds Blvd, Suite F, Mt. Pleasant, SC 29464




W.W.Williams

CONSIDER IT DONE.

G.H. SMITH
CONSTRUCTION INC.
COLUMBIA, SC

AUTHORIZED DISTRIBUTOR FOR

A Rolls-Royce
solution

ENERGY

Built to be a flat-out

SHING MACHINE@=

Proven to rais and Carolina tough, the Albemarle 36 Express hadiaire
established ntself as one of the most sought-after sportfishing boats on the wa
From repowers to new builds, industry leading diesel engines by Volvo Penta provide

power for the finest sportfishing vessels from New Jersey to Georgia.

Your regional Volvo Penta experts for sales, service, and parts.

JOHNSON & TOWERS ('w WESTERN BRANCH DIESEL
> WE

An Indel Power Group Company An Indel Power Group Company

6881 Bulldog Drive, North Charleston, SC 29406
843-553-8331 westernbranchdiesel.com
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UNITS

MOVING AND PORTABLE STORAGE

SOUTH CAROLINA
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You'll never have to visit a Self-Storage Facility again.
843-911-23717 - UNITSstorage.com
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2031 KING STREET CHARLESTON, SC

843-744-6281 .
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2025 TOU RNAMENTS
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ATTORNEYS AT LAW I'he Wallace F. Pate Foundat

The S.C. Department of Natural Resources’ Law Enforcement Division reminds the public of Coast Watch, which was developed to better help
citizens report violations of saltwater recreational and commercial fishing laws, as well as marine environmental laws. The Coast Watch
hotline number (1-800-922-5431) is toll-free and available 24 hours a day.

The South Carolina Department of Natural Resources prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, disability, gender,
religion or age. Direct all inquiries to the Office of Human Resources, PO Box 167, Columbia, South Carolina, 29202.
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